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SCOTT 
BAKAL 
BFA 1993 
Illustration

Both a job o� er and a need 
to be closer to family 

brought Scott Bakal to Bos-
ton. Since 2009, after several 
years in New York City, the 
longtime illustrator has made 
his home in Boston, where 
in addition to his profes-
sional practice he teaches 
as an associate professor at 
Massachusetts College of Art 
and Design. “The great thing 
about living up here is my 
quality of life has changed 
dramatically,” he says. “In 

terms of tangibles, I am 
able to a� ord a larger living 
situation, and a bigger studio 
space to work in.” 

Bakal’s résumé is stu� ed 
with accomplishments: His 
clients include The Wall 
Street Journal and The New 
York Times; his work is in the 
permanent collection of the 
Norman Rockwell Museum 
and other institutions; and 
he counts among his honors 
multiple Society of Illustra-
tors medals and awards. But 
he claims not to have really 
fi gured out what he wanted 
to do with his life until he 
arrived at SVA. 

“I think the turning point of 
really understanding what it 

meant to be an illustrator and 
the initial bang! that turned 
into my career was in Patti 
Bellantoni’s media course,” 
he says. “We had a guest, Lisa 
Desimini [BFA 1986 Media 
Arts], a children’s book au-
thor and illustrator. Through 
Lisa’s and Patti’s demos and 
instruction, I really fell in 
love with the discipline.”

Among the benefi ts of 
living in Boston, Bakal says, 
is the community of fellow 
artists he has met, who 
support and nurture one an-
other’s work. “It’s a lovefest,” 
he says. “The art scene is 
vibrant and full. There’s no 
shortage of shows of all types 
to go and see, from art to 

theater to music.”
But Bakal has plenty of 

his own activities keeping 
him busy, including frequent 
travel for client meetings and 
talks at schools, universities 
and professional gatherings. 
He has also begun pursu-
ing a new medium, putting 
together a photography port-
folio and submitting work to 
competitions. “I don’t know 
what I’m doing with it yet,” 
he says, “but I have the need 
to constantly explore di� er-
ent ways of creating.”

OPPOSITE Scott Bakal's cover art for 
Erin Hoffman's novel At the Foot 
of the Lighthouse (Todai Moto 
Kurashi) (Tor, 2012).

With Spotlight, Visual Arts Journal takes a closer 
look at the places where SVA alumni live, work and 
contribute to the local creative community. In this 
issue, we focus on the New England area, home to 
many SVA graduates, including the following six.

by Kristin L. Wolfe
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